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Play Window mes in Parallels Desktop for M

e Parallels Desktop for Mac Pro Edition
e Parallels Desktop for Mac Business Edition
e Parallels Desktop for Mac Standard Edition

If you have a Mac with Apple silicon, you might be hesitant to play Windows games on your computer due to
compatibility concerns. However, rest assured that Parallels Desktop allows playing hundreds of Windows-only
games thanks to the built-in Windows 11 emulator and enhanced performance capabilities of Mac computers with
Apple silicon. Those games include but not limited to the following titles:

® Minecraft

¢ [ eague of Legends

¢ Half-Life 2

e Age of Empires II Definitive Edition
e Age of Empires III Definitive Edition
e GTAV

® Rocket League

¢ Fall Guys

® Roblox

¢ A Plague Tale: Innocence

e Alien: Isolation

* CS:GO

e Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3

¢ Dishonored

¢ FIFA 19

¢ Hitman: Absolution

¢ Hollow Knight

® Mass Effect Legendary Edition

e Metal Gear Rising: Revengeance

e Tekken 7

e Warhammer 40,000: Dawn of War and many more.

See a larger list of games that Parallels Desktop users tried on a Mac with Apple silicon on this community-driver
wiki portal: www.applegamingwiki.com

Limitations

Please note the following limitations around playing Windows games on a Mac with the help of Parallels Desktop:

1. Currently, Parallels Desktop supports DirectX graphics up to version 11 and OpenGL graphics up to
version 4.1.

2. Most anti-cheat software won't run in a virtual environment. Try looking for a way to play a game
without anti-cheat software if possible.

3. On Mac computers with Apple silicon, some games may not run due to computer architecture
incompatibilities. Learn more in KB 128796.

Tune Performance Settings

To ensure that your Windows 11 virtual machine provides optimal gaming performance and experience, please
follow the steps below to tune Windows 11 for the best performance:


http://kb.parallels.com/en/122485
https://www.parallels.com/games/
https://www.parallels.com/games/
https://www.applegamingwiki.com/wiki/M1_Parallels_Windows_compatible_games_list
https://kb.parallels.com/128796

1. Shutdown Windows virtual machine (Actions > Shut down).

2. Open the virtual machine's configuration > General > click the Change... button > select Games
only profile > OK.
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Configure for:

Productivity
Text editors, spreadsheets, accounting, email, web browsing, etc.

Software development
IDE, databases, emulators, etc.

Software testing
For testing software in an isolated environment.

Design
CAD software and graphics editing programs

Games only
Full-screen 3D games with high demand for resources

Cancel

Note: this profile changes macOS and Windows sharing settings. If you want to enable Shared Applications and
Shared Profile, open the configuration of the virtual machine again > Options tab > update Sharing and
Applications settings respectively.

For Mac computers with Intel processors

Most DirectX 11 games are hardware-stressful applications. Thus, their performance is directly related to Mac
hardware (GPU, CPU, and hard disk).

To check what Processor and Graphics your Mac is equipped with, go to & > About This Mac > More info... >
System Report... > Graphics/Displays.

It is recommended that your Mac has a dedicated PCle graphics adapter:


https://kb.parallels.com/en/117287
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v Hardware

MacBook Pro

~
ATA Video Card Type Bus Slot
Apple Pay Intel UHD Graphics 630 GPU Built-In
Audio Radeon Pro 560X GPU PCle
Bluetooth
Camera
Card Reader
Controller
Diagnostics
Disc Burning
Ethernet
F!bre ;hannel Radeon Pro 560X:
FireWire
Graphics/Displays Chipset Model: Radeon Pro 560X
Memory Type: GPU
NVMExpress Bus: PCle
PCl PCle Lane Width: x8
VRAM (Total): 4GB
Eiﬂf’ =Gl Vendor: AMD (0x1002)
4 Device ID: 0x67ef
Printers Revision ID: 0x00c2
SAS ROM Revision: 113-C980AL-075
SATA VBIOS Version: 113-C97501U-005
SPI EFI Driver Version: 01.A1.075
Storage Athomctic Graphics Switching: guopgorted
gMux Version: .0.
[lindertel/ieEs Metal Support: Metal 3
uss Displays:
v Network Colour LCD:
Firewall Display Type: Built-In Retina LCD
Locations Resolution: 2880x1800 Retina
Volumes Framebuffer Depth: 30-Bit Colour (ARGB2101010)
Main Display: Yes
m\l_VQN Mirror: Off
Online: Yes
v Software Automatically Adjust Brightness: Yes
Accessibility Connection Type: Internal
Applications T24i-2L:
Developer Resolution: 1920x1080 (1080p FHD - Full High Definition)
D a—, L1 anks like: 1920 v 1080 @ RN NNH=z

Extensions B Aydaskhan’s Mac (2) » Hardware > Graphics/Displays > Radeon Pro 560X

Note: Alternatively, you can use an external graphics processor with Mac. Learn more...
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